
Our students thoroughly enjoyed the 

Nature Play SA incursions recently.  The 

Reception to Year 2 students took part 

in the Nature Elements experience. This 

was a multi-sensory workshop which 

incorporated three rotational activities, 

giving children an opportunity to 

discover, create and design using 

natural materials from the earth. 

The Year 3’s to 7’s took 

part in the Geocaching 

incursion. During the 

Geocaching sessions, 

students were required 

to use hand-held GPS 

devices to navigate 

their way around the 

school to locate hidden 

objects (geocaches) 

using latitudinal and 

longitudinal co-ordinates. Students 

were required to apply their 

mathematical understanding of 

measurement and geometry. Effective 

team work and problem solving proved 

crucial in successfully completing this 

challenge. The feedback from our staff 

and students was very positive. 

“We needed to be really adventurous 

when using the GPS to find the 

geocaches that where hidden in places 

that where difficult to find.” Theodore 

Van Den Ende, Yr 5 

“I thought the geocaching incursion 

was so much fun. I loved being outside 

and using my measurement skills to 

find the geocaches”. Amelia Poole, Yr 5   

Newsletter  
Week 4 Term 4  2017 

Important Dates 

Friday November 10th 

Parents & Friends Hot  

Food Day 

 

Monday 13th November 

Year 6& 7 Footsteps Dance 

Program (each Monday) 

 

Monday 20th November 

Year 1 State Library Visit 

 

Thursday 23rd 

November 

Whole School Assembly 

Mr Murray’s Class 

 

Friday 24th November 

LAP/Multilit Volunteers 

Celebration 12noon 

SAKG Kitchen 
 

Nature Play Incursions  
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Gymnasium  

Building Donations 

$24,000 

Target 

 

 

$16071 

Currently 

Student Absence  or  Lateness:  Please Text 

0476857209 prior to 9am  with LPS, Student Name, 

Student class, Date and Reason 

See inside: Parent letters of request re Class Placement Policy  

and deadlines for School and Preschool 2018 

Wouldn’t it be great to have a spectacular Nature Play Area at our 

school?  You can help it happen by voting for Littlehampton’s 

$150,000 Fund My Neighbourhood Project at: 

https://fundmyneighbourhood.yoursay.sa.gov.au/  

Voting closes on 20 November 

https://fundmyneighbourhood.yoursay.sa.gov.au/


Placing children in class groups is a complex process which 

takes many weeks.  This means creating a group of students in 

a class which has a gender balance, a range of learning 

abilities and a range of behavioural and social needs. Optimal 

learning groups is our goal! Listening in to teachers’ 

discussions when they are making up class groups, it is evident 

that: 

 teachers know the children well; and 

 they make decisions based on good educational 

reasons. 

It is school policy that teachers ask children for a list of 5 

friends, and we undertake to place children in class with a 

friend from this list. If we are not able to do this, we ring 

parents. We consider that each child will benefit from having 

each teacher. During the course of their time at 

Littlehampton, parents can expect that their children will have 

any of our teachers. Parents can also expect that their children 

will spend time in both the lower year level of a multi-year 

level class and the  upper year level of a multi-year level class.  

Parent Requests 

Littlehampton Primary School has made a focus of developing 

consistent quality practice in curriculum content and in 

methodology and we’ve been commended for this in school 

reviews. We value the high quality teachers in this school and 

requests for or against specific teachers will not be favorably 

received. If you have important circumstances that you 

believe need special consideration (such as a request for twins 

to be in the same or in different classes), please address your 

concerns in writing, to the Principal, by Friday 17th 

November and mark the envelope “Confidential”. Please 

address your concerns in terms of educational needs of your 

children.  

Note that this year, we will not be attaching teachers’ names 

to the classes until the process is complete.  Even teachers will 

not know which class they are taking until the class placement 

process is complete. Due to the complexity of the process, it is 

school policy that verbal requests given to teachers will not be 

considered. 

Who makes the decision? 

It is the responsibility of the Principal to make the final 

decision on classes and placement of students. Due to the 

‘‘domino effect” of making changes after classes have been 

organised, no changes can be made after classes are 

released.  Please ensure that you provide us with any 

relevant information or opinions now.  

This year we aim to inform parents of class placements in 

Week 9, and we plan that students will have the opportunity 

to meet with their new class and teacher before the end of 

the year. 

Class Structure 2018 

I am unable to outline the class structure for next year at this 

stage.  We are not yet clear enough about numbers for 2018 

As parents inform us that their children will be leaving and 

new students enrol the structure must be adjusted to 

accommodate numbers.  The final structure will be chosen in 

Week 5, when we begin allocating the students to classes.  

The best information that I can give at this time is that there 

will be some straight year levels, and some composite classes 

with two different year levels in the one class.   

On Tuesday 26th September, thirteen teams from schools 

around the Adelaide Hills went to Uraidla Primary School for a 

“quiz afternoon” to answer questions that challenged their 

understanding and knowledge of five novels – A Different Dog 

by Paul Jennings, Wolfchild by 

Rosanna Hawke, How to Bee 

by Bren MacDibble, Skyfire by 

Michael Adams and The 

Tunnels of Tarcoola by 

Jennifer Walsh. To finish the 

experience on Friday 27th 

October at 7pm each team 

prepared a dramatic 

presentation using the book 

“45 and 1/2 excuses for NOT doing homework” by P Crumble 

as inspiration.  Our Littlehampton Year 6 team of Charlotte 

McAvaney, Meisha R, Alex Vignera and Lily Brown wrote and 

performed one of the most original scripts of the evening.  

Congratulations to the Year 6 Reader’s Cup Team who 

represented Littlehampton Primary School for the very first 

time.  A fabulous night was had by all involved! We look 

forward to more teams being involved in 2018. 

Ray Sadler who has been our woodwind and brass teacher for 

many years has made the decision to retire from teaching in 

schools,  so this year he will be leaving our school community.  

During his time at Littlehampton Primary School Ray has 

taught many of our students the skill 

of learning music and playing an 

instrument and has also taken our 

school band showcasing their talents 

at school assemblies and also the 

Strathalbyn Band Festival this year. 

We would like to thank Ray for all of 

his hard work and wish him all the 

best for his next adventures. 

Adelaide Hills Reader’s Cup 

School and Preschool Class 

Placement 2018 

Farewell to Ray Sadler 



1. Level of bushfire risk for our school. 

Our school has been identified as at Moderate risk of 

bushfire.  It is not on the list of schools that will automatically 

close on Code Red Catastrophic Days because this applies to 

schools at High, Very High or Extreme risk of bushfire. Even 

on days when the radio reports that it is a day of ‘Code Red 

Catastrophic’ weather conditions, our school will remain  

open. 

2. In the event that the principal is directed to close the 

school, how will parents  know that it will be closed? 

The school will give you a message in three ways: 

 If we know with advance warning we will send you a 

letter with your children the day before (realistically, it is 

unlikely that we will be given sufficient notice to do this.)  

 You will be sent a text message to your mobile phone, and 

also an official message on Schoolstream.  The school has 

installed a text messaging system which enables us to 

send a message from any on-line computer.  You will 

receive a message which reads: 

“We have been notified by DECD and by the CFS to close the 

school on (day and date).  No student is to attend school.   

 A message will be left on the school answering machine, if 

possible, which gives the same information as above.  

(There may be situations where we are unable to record 

the message on the answering machine, due to difficulty 

in staff accessing school in the event of a fire.) 

The red ‘School Closed’ signs will be placed on the fence at 

the front of the school and the preschool. 

As the fire season starts, DECD places a list of schools to be 

closed on their website:  www.decd.sa.gov.au .  

3. Test text messages: The school will send out a test text 

messages via the Sentral messaging system to all school 

and preschool families next week.  This is our means of 

contacting you should the school be closed for the day.  If 

you have not received this test text  message regarding our 

bushfire policy from the school please contact Debbie 

Jackson on 8391 1194 as your contact details may need to 

be  updated. 

 

School Bushfire Policy 

In June the CFS published a new policy about Bush-

fire Safer Places and Places of Last Refuge. 

http://cfs.sa.gov.au/site/prepare_for_a_fire/
bushfire_safer_places.jsp 

This Plan encourages people to have a bushfire safety 

plan and on days of Catastrophic Conditions, to move 

their family to Bushfire Safer Places early in order to 

avoid last minute need to seek refuge.  Some parents 

have been on the CFS website and noted that Little-

hampton area there are no Bushfire Safer Places.   

Parents have asked, considering Littlehampton Pri-

mary School is not in an identified Bushfire Safer 

Place, does this mean that Littlehampton Primary 

School will now close on days of Catastrophic Fire 

Conditions?  

The answer is Littlehampton will remain open on  

days of Catastrophic Fire Conditions.  Our site is still 

at moderate risk of bushfire, and it is the sites that have 

been identified at Severe or Extreme risk of bushfire that 

close (R1 & 2 sites).  Littlehampton Primary School and 

Preschool will remain open on days of Catastrophic 

weather conditions unless we are directed to close. 

What can parents do? It is incumbent on parents to 

have their own family bushfire plan, and if part of the plan 

is to move your family to a Bushfire Safer Area, we would  

encourage you to take your children with you.  They do 

not need to attend school on this day. 
Who can collect children from school if there is a 

bushfire? 

When there is a bushfire schools report that one of the 
most difficult problems is that people will turn up to 
collect children from school who are not their parents.  
Knowing whether to allow the children to go home with 
this person on a day when communication via phone 
is difficult, and staff are dealing with lots of changes is 
a big issue.  Parents you can help when you update 
your permissions for 2018 by accurately answering the 
question:   

In the event of a bushfire it may be difficult to con-
tact the school by phone.  Are you likely to give 
permission for a relative or friend to collect your 
child? YES/NO.  If NO we will not let anyone except 
you collect your children. 

http://www.decs.sa.gov.au/
http://cfs.sa.gov.au/site/prepare_for_a_fire/bushfire_safer_places.jsp
http://cfs.sa.gov.au/site/prepare_for_a_fire/bushfire_safer_places.jsp


Principal’s Awards 

SAPSASA News  

On Sunday 29th October our school held a BBQ Fundraiser 

at Bunnings to raise funds for the SAKG Kitchen Garden 

Program.  We would like to thank the following people who 

were able to volunteer on the stall during the day: John 

Gaff, Greg Bell, Grant Davis, Margie Sarre, Helen 

Kupczynski, Danielle Stone, Dale Schmidt, Lea Hague, 

Tammy Bands, Sarah Hart, Sandy Mitchell, Pat Smyth, 

Janelle Robinson, Michelle Sward, Jeff Innes, Annette Innes, 

and Andrew Thompson. We raised just over $1000. 

 

A big thankyou to parents and students for supporting the 

fundraising forum’s Sweet Treat Day last week.  We are 

happy to report that $490 was raised and will be donated 

to Monarto Zoo, after deducting any commitments owing 

to World Vision for our Sponsor Child Makara. 

A special thank you to all parents and students who baked 

treats for the day… we couldn't have done it without you! 

Student Fundraising Forum 

Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser 
 

Congratulations to the following students who were chosen 

to represent Barker District at the State Athletics Carnival at 

Santos Stadium at the end of last term: Alana MacDonald, 

Katie Thompson, Brodie White, Nicholas Collins (Relay 

team), Brook Linke (High Jump) Thomas Christian (High 

Jump and Shot-put) and Abbey Carman (unfortunately 

unable to attend due to injury).  They all performed well on 

the day and represented their school and district in a 

positive manner. 

 

 

 

During our Week 3 Assembly the following  students 

received a Principal’s Award for following our Super Seven 

Values: 

Positive Attitude: Stephanie Herbert, Seth Oaklands, James 

Fielding, Isabel Haylock, Opal Bakhuis-Smith, Cruz Thiele-

Modra, Jacob Bands, Emerson Reynolds, Rhylan Allen, 

Madison Whitburn, Jacob Bands, Eloise Davis, Corey Johns, 

Evie Gardiner, Takoda Meerbach, Lachlan Parry, Edwina 

Morris, Lucas Joseph, Kate Worthley, Rhiley Kain, Brodie 

Lloyd, Archer Hawkins 

 

Valuing Others: Beth Jacobson 

 

Kindness: Siena Baugh, Bailey Holmes, Molly Passmore, 

Finn Raven, Lola Ormandy, Amelia Poole 

 

Fairness: Liam Maple 

 

Including Others: Lucy Bubner, Harriet  Copping 

 

Respect: Sophie Nesbitt 

 

Being Trustworthy: Remy Salter 

Sweet Treat Day $490 raised! 


