
 

This year, 28 students took on the 

challenge of Tournament of Minds and 

represented our school at Flinders 

University on Sunday September 10th. 

These students had attended training 

sessions during Term 2 and had worked 

solidly for the preceding 6 weeks on their 

chosen challenge, generally at least 4 

lunch times a week. 

They had decided on a solution, scripted 

it into a play, designed their props and 

costumes and completed a variety of 

forms.  They had disagreed and made up.  

They researched and then created unique 

solutions.  They also trained in group 

thinking processes and decision making. 

At 8:15am in the beautiful new facilities 

at Flinders University, the first of our 

teams faced the spontaneous challenge. 

Imagine walking into a room as a group 

of 7 students from Years 5 to 7 to be 

faced by 3 adults who had pencil, paper, 

a timer and an iPod.  Students heard a 

quick grab from the song “Don’t let the 

sun go down on me” and then had 4 

minutes to brainstorm, decide and 

elaborate on 2 reasons why the person 

did not want the sun to go down on 

them. And then they had to keep that 

secret for the entire day.   

Each of the groups had been able to 

select their own long term challenge.  

Our Engineering Mathematics explored 

the concept of probability.  The team had 

to create a number-choosing lottery 

machine which randomly selected from 

the included balls, but then selected 

some more frequently with a subtle 

adjustment.  They had to show a diagram 

and the mathematical possibilities and 

frequencies in their performance. 

Our Social Sciences teams explored 

concepts such as over population and 

cultural identity with a focus on 

negotiation and getting along.  They had 

to select 2 countries and select elements 

of each to combine into one cohesive 

society to be set up on reclaimed land. 

Our Language Literature team had to 

explore the nature of characters  

combining them into a story where each 

character uncovered a “hidden gem” 

about their strengths which was used to 

help all the characters find possible 

solutions to issues faced in their play. 

I love seeing the children work as a team 

and I also love to see their pride and 

enthusiasm as they present their ideas to 

an audience.  Everything about their idea 

is truly theirs – the concepts, researching, 

presenting, construction of script, props 

and costumes – no one outside of their 

team of 7 can be involved.  Continued  Pg 3 

Opportunities for our Students  

Important Dates 

Friday 15th September 

SAKG Fundraiser: Date Night 

 

Monday 18th September 

Canberra 2018  

Information  Night       

7pm to 9pm 

 

Thursday 21st  September 

Whole School Assembly 

Kelly Shute’s Class 

2.25pm 

Monday 25th September 

Spring Rolls Lunch  

SAKG Fundraiser 

 

Wednesday 27th & Thursday 

28th September 

Music Showcase Evenings 

 

Friday 29th September 

Last Day Term 3 

Early Dismissal 2.15pm 

Principal: Jenny Lewis  |  Governing Council Chair: Andrew Thompson 

16-30 Baker Street, Littlehampton, SA 5250 

T: 83911194  |  F: 83982154 

E: dl.0225_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Gymnasium  

Building Donations 

$24,000 goal 

 

 

$15,503.00 

 to date  

Student Absence  or  Lateness:  Please Text 

0476857209 prior to 9am  with LPS, Student Name, 

Student class, Date and Reason 

Newsletter  
Week 8 Term 3 2017 

Tournament of Minds 



So what is the use of learning a language? 

Lets talk about me first. 

I was born and raised bilingual in Switzerland by a 

Swiss French speaking father and a British English 

speaking mother. Switzerland is a country made up of 

4 parts with 4 distinctive languages German, French, 

Italian and Romansh (less than 1% of the population 

nowadays). At school German and Italian are core 

subjects, just as important as maths and literacy. So 

by the age of 18 I could speak 4 languages.  Once you 

know more than one language it is much easier to 

learn another one. When as an adult I decided to go 

to Central America to travel, it took me two weeks of 

an intensive Spanish course in Guatemala to be fluent 

in Spanish.  

For me the biggest benefit of learning languages is 

that it opened up the world to me. 

I was able to work in the German part of Switzerland. 

I was able to travel and communicate to people 

through Austria, Germany and Italy and make 

enduring friendships with people from those 

countries. I was able to travel from Mexico all the 

way to Brazil (I even learnt some Portuguese) and 

work in Honduras and Peru and live with local people.  

Through those experiences and learning languages, I 

developed tolerance, empathy and admiration of other 

cultures, people, and their opinions.  

There are so many advantages of your child learning 

another language...just have a read: 

Communication: your child learns to communicate in 

the language and develops an understanding that 

there is more than one way to interact with 

people. 

Academic: your child learns about how languages 

work and their literacy skills are enhanced 

because a clear link exists between learning 

another language and literacy development in 

English. 

Critical thinking: your child's analytical skills are 

increased along with their ability to transfer skills 

across languages. 

Cognitive: your child's problem-solving skills are 

enhanced along with thinking laterally and working 

collaboratively. 

Personal: your child's self-confidence, self-esteem, 

resilience and tolerance are increased. 

 

Cultural: your child develops an understanding and 

respect for other cultures, people, their ideas and 

ways of thinking. 

 Vocational: your child's career opportunities will 

be greater in an increasingly globalised market. 

  Social: your child's global connections are 

enriched. 

So what about you? There are great Apps out there 

to learn a new language. At the moment I am using 

one called Babbel to learn Indonesian (which is the 

language my children are learning at school). I am 

familiarising myself with the Duolingo App which I 

am looking at using with students at school. There 

are many more out there so if you are using one or 

know of a good one, please let me know!  

A bientôt, Sarah Slee, French Teacher 

At our Week 6 Assembly the following students received 
Principal’s awards for following our Super Seven Values: 

POSITIVE ATTITUDE: Cooper Bowry, Nick Sander, Alexandra 

Smyth, Levi Sappenberghs, Elliot Black, Haidee Hutchinson, 

Amelia Eckert, Malakai Maple, Harrison Nesbitt, Ellana Princi, 

Riley Parr, Caitlin Witt, Caitlin Witt, Marcus Reddy, Abbey 

Gray, Jonty Longbottom Burzacott, Remarni Puiatti, Marcus 

Reddy 

FAIRNESS: Emily Richardson, Thomas Streng 

RESPECT: Demi Linke, Hayden Hill, Harrison Burt, Tynan Read, 

Lucy McAvaney, Mya Puiatti, Hannah Hampton 

KINDNESS: Emily Lunnon, Hallie Paech, Bryce Van Eck Braine, 

Lucy Bubner 

VALUING OTHERS: Jack Pallant, Breanna Luxon, Aurelia 

Szilassy  

BEING TRUSTWORTHY: Emily Palmer, Cooper Bowry 

INCLUDING OTHERS: Kaydee Symons 

During the October School Holidays the School of Languages 

will be holding a Holiday Program on Thursday 5th October at 

Nairne Primary School. Children will choose from 8 different 

workshops where they can make a Carnevale mask, create a 

Chinese watercolour, learn to dance Bollywood style, play a 

traditional Korean drum, take a virtual tour around China and 

more.  In addition, they will come away with the basics of up 

to four different languages including Korean, Italian, Spanish, 

Chinese, Hindi, Indonesian, and Japanese. For further 

information look out for our post on the School Stream app or 

contact Shontelle Stanyer on 8301 4709. 

Principal’s Awards 

Learning a Language 

Languages Alive 



As staff, we can train them in thinking for the spontaneous 

aspect of the challenge, but their journey, into the pit and out 

again, is a great way of developing grit, persistence, 

organisation, problem solving, independence and 

interdependence.  Debbie Taylor, TOM Coordinator. 

Here are some thoughts from students who took part on the 

day : 

I think our group (SS2) did really well in the spontaneous 

challenge. We had to listen to some lyrics that said ‘I don’t 

want the sun to go down’ and come up with two reasons he 

didn’t want the sun to go down. We came up with “they were 

having a party” and “his instruments ran on solar power”. 

                                                                                                 Noah 

The day was exciting and nerve racking, but spontaneous was 

not as scary as I presumed it would be. I think we did OK but 

the nerves did affect us a little bit. I think we were quite 

successful considering none of our team had ever competed in 

the Tournament of Minds before. We worked hard and I am 

very proud of our performance .                           Marlee  

 

We would like to congratulate all our students who 

participated, and say a big thankyou to Debbie Taylor for her 

time and effort providing this great opportunity for our 

students. Thank you must go to our supporting parents and 

past students who also assisted on the day. 

Only 2 more weeks to go until our Music 

Showcase evenings.  Our students are 

practising very hard, and the music coming 

from our music room is sounding fantastic. All 

students will need to be at school no later than 

6.20pm on the nights that they are performing in their school 

uniform and no make up. Doors will be open for our audience 

from 6.15pm. For families that are coming along on the 

Thursday and would like to invite your extended family 

members to come along please let them know as we still 

have seats available on this night. We would also like to let 

our audience members be aware that there will be a gold 

coin donation entry fee raising funds for our fantastic music 

program. 

We would like to thank the following families for their 

donations towards our Gymnasium, and apologise for their 

omission in  the last newsletter: 
 

Mary-Anne Bunn , Katrina Carbray-Tann & William Tann 

Sam and Rochelle Gray, Amelia Hayes, Kirsten Jones 

Jayantha Kalugala, Tracey Raven. Thank you for your support. 

If paying any school accounts by Direct Debit BSB 105-025 

Account Number 115050840 please remember to use your 

family code (eg DANI00) as a reference or record your child’s 

first and last name and what the payment is for. (EG: Date 

Night). We receive Direct Debit payments from families with 

no details which makes it very hard to receipt correctly. 

Your Materials and Services charge for 2017 which was 

invoiced in early February 2017 should now be paid in full 

unless you have taken advantage of our PayWay system.  

Charges of $36 for the SAKG program also need to be 

finalised before the end of this term. Any outstanding 

Preschool fees also need to be paid prior to the end of this 

term. $100 or $70 for approved school card families can still 

be paid for the voluntary building levy up 

until the end of this year. Statements will be 

sent home via your child next week and we 

request that all accounts are finalised as 

soon as possible.  If you have any queries 

please contact either Judi Daniel or Sandy 

Mitchell on 8391 1194. 

The Office of the Chief Scientist, together with Engineers 

Australia, have launched STARportal, a national searchable 

database of science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM) activities. STARportal is the nation’s first 

dedicated platform connecting students, parents and 

teachers with STEM events in their local community, as well 

as online activities. It is a completely free service for users 

and STEM event providers with more than 330 activities 

already listed. STARportal helps to advance the aspirations 

set out in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

in the National Interest: A Strategic Approach issued by the 

(then) Chief Scientist in 2013.  

Congratulations to Asha Marshall and Emmy Roach who have 

been selected in the 12 & Under SAPSASA State Basketball 

Team. They will compete in the Pacific School Games in 

December in Adelaide. We wish them all the best and are 

very proud of their 

achievements in 

basketball. 

Tournament of Minds continued…. 

STEM at students’ fingertips 

Finance Matters 

Gym Donation Thankyous 

Music Showcase 2017 

Congratulations 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


