Littlehampton Primary School and Preschool

NEWSLETTER
Week 2 Term 2 2017
Important Dates
Friday 12th May
Mother’s Day
Breakfast
8am to 9.30am
Monday 15th May
Governing Council
Meeting 7pm
Tuesday 16th &
Wednesday 17th
May
School Photo Days
for School and CPC
Thursday 18th May
School Assembly
2.25pm

Kiwanis and Volunteer Awards Presentation
During our School Assembly on the last day of Term 1 Brad
Schultz and Emilie Goedecke were presented with the
Kiwanis Awards. Congratulations to these students.
We also acknowledged two of our hard working volunteers
during this assembly,
with the Minister’s
Award to Volunteers
for the Preschool.
Congratulations to Tamra Haylock and Val Bubner for the
terrific effort in volunteering in the Preschool during 2016.
This was the first opportunity to recognise them in front
of our school community.

Welcome to new staff

Monday 22nd May
Carly Ryan Online
safety Presentation
Night 7pm

Term 2 has brought some staffing changes. We were delighted when Narelle
Thomas was notified that she will be collecting a new addition to her family
soon. Narelle and her husband are long term fosterers, and little Alice will join
the Thomas family in the next week or so. We would like to offer Narelle our
heartfelt congratulations, and she will be taking leave until Term 2 next year.
Narelle teaches in Lorna McLean’s class on Wednesdays and Alister Davies class
on Thursday and Friday, Jodie Ellery has taken on Narelle’s teaching duties.
This has meant a change of Friday teacher for Danielle’s class. We welcome
Kelly Charlton who is new to our school. Kelly teaches several days a week at
Uraidla. Please make Kelly feel welcome if you see her around the school.

Gymnasium Building
Donations

Thanks to the parents who have already contributed to our Gymnasium Building Levy. Just a
reminder to parents who would like to make a donation before the end of the financial year.
Online donations will need to be made by June 27 to enable our staff to receipt it on time.

Friday 19th May
Cross Country

_

$24,000

Voluntary Building Levy

Gratitude—Positive Education Focus for Term 2
Most families will be aware of our focus on Positive Education. We have decided to implement a
Positive Education whole school focus each term, and this term’s focus is on Gratitude. We think
of gratitude as a sense of wonder, thankfulness, and appreciation for life and others.

$8,428.50

Student Absence
or Lateness :
Prior to 9 am

Text 0476857209
with LPS, Student Name,
Student Class, Absence
Date and Absence reason

Did you know that the simple act of cultivating gratitude not only makes us feel better and
improves our relationships, but it can actually improve our mental and physical health, and even
give us a better night’s sleep? Well science tells us that this is true. The good news is that we can
all get better at noticing things we are thankful for and expressing gratitude.
It is human nature to focus on what goes wrong; cultivating gratitude is an opportunity to think
about what went right. Writing down each day something that you are grateful for, or asking each
family member to find one thing they are grateful for at the start of each meal, is one way of
improving our wellbeing. Once our brain gets used to thinking about things we are grateful for, it
naturally brings our focus to this more and more, which in turn makes us feel more positive
emotion. …..Continued on Page 3
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SAPSASA News

On Tuesday 11th April 41 enthusiastic and well
prepared athletes travelled by bus to Oakbank
for the Barker district Athletics Day.
Littlehampton Primary School had a successful
day coming 4th overall our of 13 schools. We
had a large number of placegetters on the day.
Congratulations to the following students:
10 Year Olds
Thomas Christian:
1st in High Jump and Shot Put
2nd in Long Jump
Abbey Carman:
2nd in 100m, Long Jump and Relay
Valentina Fimmano:
2nd in Relay and 3rd in Long Jump
Jaime Gordon:
2nd in Relay
Immy Carter:
2nd in Relay and 3rd in Long Jump
11 Year Olds
Katie Thompson:
3rd in 200m and Long Jump
Brooke Linke:
2nd in High Jump
Lily Brown:
3rd in Long Jump
Harry Eades:
2nd in Long Jump
Tyler Searl:
2nd in High Jump
12 Year Olds
Sophia Dvorak:
2nd in Shot Put, High Jump and Discuss
Caitlin Bushby:
3rd in Shot Put
Emmy Roach:
3rd in 800m
13 Year Olds
Alana MacDonald:
3rd in 100m

Congratulations to the 41 students who represented
Littlehampton. Their behaviour, sportsmanship and
participation was excellent. As a
result of these achievements a number
of students will attend State Athletics
Day in Term 3.
Congratulations to Daniel Collins and
Katie Waters for being chosen in the
Barker District Softball Teams that
competed at the recent State
Championships. Daniels team had a very successful
week winning the championship, thus taking home the
gold Medal. Excellent effort by all.

Pedestrian Safety
On Friday we had a phone call from a local resident
concerned about our children crossing the main road
unsafely. We want to encourage all children to walk or
ride to school, and to make this happen we ask families
to teach road safety. Children are by nature impulsive
and do not always realise the risks involved in scooting
quickly in front of a car, whose driver may not be able
to stop in time. There have been a few ‘near misses’
over the years, and we urge all parents to talk to their
children about safe ways to travel to and from school,
and to practice walking and riding with them before
letting them travel independently.

Garden News
Welcome to all those new parents and children that are
now involved with our thriving Kitchen/Garden
program. First term in the garden has been very
productive, not only in the growing and harvesting of
food but with various lessons that extend children’s
learning beyond the veggie patch. This often involves
art projects, sustainability and environment issues,
history, science, geography and food
production/processes and practices.
We would like to thank all of our
volunteer parents and a special
thankyou to the grandmas, grandpas,
uncles and community members for
their very valuable contribution.

Gratitude Continued from front page
Expressing gratitude can also
strengthen social relationships
between individuals. Research
has shown that people who feel
gratitude towards others feel closer to those people
and report better relationships—even if they don’t
actually express the gratitude towards the other
person. People who are grateful are also more likely
to forgive someone.
Some ideas for cultivating gratitude in your life:









Write a gratitude letter. Make it even more
meaningful by delivering the letter in person
and reading it aloud to them.
Keep a Gratitude Journal.
Give your time or attention to someone to show
your gratitude for their kindness.
Send a text message to a friend to say thanks.
Take the time for a thoughtful phone call.
Make a music playlist to show your
appreciation for someone.
Share things you are grateful for at the dinner
table.

Children will be learning about gratitude this term in
class and in cross-age Well-being groups. Look for our
Gratitude Vine snaking its way around the school later
this term. Why not make it a focus for your family this
term too, and learn about the benefits of gratitude
together?

Online Safety Presentation
Don’t forget to register for our Online
Safety Presentation with Sonya Ryan,
Director of the Carly Ryan Foundation.
The presentation will be held in the
Resource Centre on Monday May 22nd at
7:00pm.
We are asking for a donation at the door to
help cover the cost of the presentation.
The presentation is for parents only and is
not suitable for children.
Registration is essential. Please register
here
https://carlyryanfoundationregistrationlps.eventbrite.com.au/

School Photo Days Reminder
TUESDAY 16th &
WEDNESDAY 17th MAY
We would like to remind parent/caregivers that next
Tuesday and Wednesday will be our school photo
days.
Please can you make sure that either before the day
or on the day that you send your child to school with
their envelopes. Envelopes should have the correct
money/bank details enclosed Please note that change
will not be given.
If you would like a sibling photo taken please come
and collect a family envelope from the front office.
Preschool students who attend on Monday/Tuesday
will have their photos and sibling photos taken
during Tuesday. Students who attend Preschool on
Wednesday/Thursday will have their photos and
sibling photos on the Wednesday.
If you are wishing to find out when your child’s
photo will be taken please call the school and speak
to Debbie Jackson who has details of the schedule.

Uniform Reminder
Aren’t the students looking great? We always feel a
sense of pride to see them proudly displaying the
Littlehampton school uniform, both at school and
when representing our school in the community.
There are just a few uniform items popping up which
are not part of our school uniform, that we would like
to draw attention to:

Short skirts and shorts. The hem of girls’ skirts
and shorts need to be less than 15 cm from the
top of the knee (ie half a standard ruler).

Skirts with slits and flaps

Items with logos or brand names

Coloured and patterned socks

Canvas or brightly coloured shoes (shoes need
to be sports shoes or school shoes primarily in
school colours please)

Earrings (only sleepers or studs in school
colours or silver / gold, no designs or colours)

Jewellery and nail polish
The full uniform policy is found on our school
website, or you can drop in and pick one up from the
front office. If you have any questions about our
uniform policy, or if you would like a little more time
to purchase a new item, please email me at school
margie.sarre187@schools.sa.edu.au. Thank you!

The Reading
Corner
by Lorna McLean
(Reading Support Teacher)

Your role as a parent is to expose your child to a
much wide range of texts and genres, and to help
your child develop a love and enthusiasm for
reading. Ways you can do this:



Beware of ‘Level Land’!

As a teacher I often have parents asking which ‘reading
level’ their child should be on, or why their child has
not changed ‘level’ recently, and my heart sinks.
Parents are, quite rightly, keen to know whether their
child is making progress and improving in their
reading. However, it is dangerous to assume that this is
only measured by the ‘level’ of their reading book.
Reading is not, and should not be, about a race to the
highest level.










Make reading a regular part of your day
(and not just school books!)
Keep reading to your child - even if it is the
same book for the 100th time!
Visit libraries and book shops together
Find books about their areas of interest
(cars, animals, Greek legends, etc)
Find more books by a favourite author
Read comics or magazines about favourite
characters or sports.
Listen to audio books in the car on long
journeys
Read digital books on the iPad
Make up your own stories
Ask questions about what they have read
and what they think about it. Can they relate to it? Do they have an opinion about it?
What is their favourite part? Why?
Discuss tricky or new words and what they
mean.
Reading is fun and should be enjoyed by
everyone!

We want children to enjoy reading and to choose to
read as part of their lifestyle. We want them to be able
to talk to us enthusiastically about what they are
reading, not what ‘level’ they are on.



In fact, experience tells us that children who are pushed
through the levels before they are ready, or have
developed the skills to understand what they are
reading, are likely to be turned often lose interest in
reading!

For further information on ways to help your child
progress in their reading please speak to your
child’s teacher.

As an adult you may have experienced reading a
medical journal, or legal document, and whilst you
were able to read each of the words, you may have had
only the slightest idea of what it was actually about!
The same is true of children who are reading above a
level they are ready for. They may have the skills to de
-code the words, or even to read it quickly and fluently,
but they do not always understand what it is about, and
therefore it holds no interest for them. Levelled books
are a very small part of the books that your child
should be exposed to and are simply a tool for teachers
to ensure that children have access to texts within their
appropriate developmental stage.



Are you interested in a Reading
Eggs subscription for home?
We have subsidised subscriptions
for Reading Eggs available for
just $10 ea. (GST free).
We are inviting all parents the opportunity to sign
up for a Reading Eggs subscription for your child
to use at home. This is a saving of $70 compared
to a standard parent subscription. Our Reception
and Year 1 students already have a subscription
because they use the program at school but other
students across the school do not. This is an
opportunity to purchase a subscription if you think
it would be valuable for use at home. Please
contact Debbie Jackson if you’re interested.

Mother’s Day Stall Thankyous
The Parent’s Craft Group would like to thank the
following people for their donations towards our
Mother’s Day stall:



6 Coffee Roasters
Coopers Rural & Hardware

